
CHANGE CAN BE ECSTATIC and RISKY 
	 When I earned my driver’s license at age 15 I ruled 
the world. I had wheels. Freedom. My friends needed me 
more and liked me better. I was also a threat to people & 
property. Excited about my first “car date” --- driving 
Cathy Cullmore to the movies --- I ran through the 
basement, into the garage, fired up the old Pontiac station 
wagon, shifted into reverse and backed through the 
garage door! Dad & mom weren’t too ecstatic to say the 
least.  	

  
 Look at these graduates, high-school YouthGrace mentors framing the page and our featured 
graduate, my co-executive director, Aries Jackson, with her husband, Robert & daughter Tatianna. All 
these glowing graduates now have a license to use their learning in service of others. Each of them 
has blessed the life of a lonely child. What a real and lasting accomplishment! An early legacy! Aries 
mentors Meme, her assigned child, and she trains/inspires hundreds of adults and teens to mentor, 
lead and care. Her degree in family counseling will inform Common Grace’s compassion for whole 
families. Way to go Aries! Way to go YouthGrace grads! 
  
 Graduates, we salute you. Go far. Go fast. Check your rear-view mirrors before you shift into 
reverse. Know there will be crashes and mistakes along the way but never stop caring.      
 
 -Jay 
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HOW LONG HAVE YOU 

BEEN A COMMON 
GRACE MENTOR? 

My first child was in 4th 
grade when I started, and 
he's going to be a senior 
next school year, so it's 

been 8 years.	

PERSONALLY, WHY DO YOU SEE THE NEED TO SPEND 
ONE-ON-ONE TIME WITH YOUR COMMON GRACE CHILD? 
The family to which my children belong is very busy, with both 
parents working, and the 3 older children involved in sports 
(read: lots of time driving to/from practice and games). My 
one-on-one time supplements the childrens' time with their 

parents. It's important for each child to have a stable, reliable 
adult whose attention is only on that child for a predictable 

one hour a week. Every child needs to experience and 
understand that he or she is important and loved, just as s/he 

is. 

HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED IN COMMON GRACE? 
I'd read a newspaper article about Common Grace and thought it was a great idea. When 
my church partnered with a local elementary school I went to the training, but since the 
school was far from my office I did not sign up to be a mentor there due to my work 
schedule. Jay [founder of Common Grace] knew my situation, and when a school very 
close to my office joined the Common Grace program, he asked if I could be a mentor at 
that school. It worked out very well, because I could walk to the school from my office. 
	

HOW MANY 
COMMON GRACE 
CHILDREN HAVE 

YOU MENTORED? 
Four. All siblings. 

One at a time. 
 

 
WHAT IS THE MOST 

SIGNIFICANT MEMORY YOU 
HAVE OF A SINGLE 

MENTORING SESSION? 
One favorite game for all 4 

children has been a "memory" 
game, a set of tiles with pairs of 
matching pictures. It is easy for 
the children to learn. My most 

recent child is very good at 
playing the game and he has a 
very cute giggle when he wins. 

HAVE YOU SEEN ANY CHANGES IN YOUR 
CHILDREN AND/OR THEIR FAMILY AFTER 

THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN COMMON GRACE? 
The children grow and mature, and it's hard to say if 
the changes are due to growing up, or influenced by 
their involvement in Common Grace. Their mother 

frequently expresses appreciation for the time I 
spend with her children, and at the end of the school 
year she sends a small gift and a thank you card to 

me via her child. She always tells me her children look 
forward to the day I come to mentor. The second child missed 

a few mentoring times because he was out of school for 
dental appointments or illness, but after a few months he 

never missed school on Wednesdays.	

WHAT IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT THING YOU RECALL IN 
ALL THE YEARS YOU HAVE MENTORED? 

During the summer break, I take my child to see a movie. A few 
years ago I took two of them - one whom I had mentored for 3 
years, and his younger sister who would be my next Common 
Grace child. They asked to see "Heaven is for Real." After the 
movie they asked questions about what God really looks like, 

and I had a chance to share my faith with them. 
 

	
WHAT WAS/IS YOUR GREATEST CHALLENGE 

IN MENTORING? HOW DO YOU OVERCOME 
OR DEAL WITH IT? 

The biggest challenge is parking, now that I am 
retired and no longer walk from my office. I now 
take the bus to the school, which increases the 

time commitment for my Common Grace 
mentoring. Another challenge has been arriving at 
the school only to find out the child is on a field trip, 

and both the school and the parents forgot to let 
me know the child wouldn't be there that day.	

WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO MENTOR? 
When I was still working, taking a break from the office to spend time 
with my Common Grace child was a radical change of gears for me. For 
the entire time I was with my child, I was not thinking about my job, or 
all the things that were going on in the office, or my to-do list. It was 
very refreshing! Now that I have retired, I continue to mentor because I 
know it means a lot to the parents and children. 



	

       we’re talking transitions 
 Five	years	ago,	I	was	lost	and	unsure	of	my	purpose	in	life.	Although	my	previous	career	brought	
financial	stability	and	professional	experience,	I	was	still	searching	for	something	deeper	and	more	
meaningful.	Then,	through	brokenness	and	emotional	pain,	I	found	and	accepted	Jesus	in	my	heart.	He	
revealed	my	calling	and	my	life	transformed	instantly.	I	became	a	mentor	then	a	part-time	administrative	
assistant	with	Common	Grace.	Not	long	after,	I	was	promoted	to	Associate	Director. 
	
	 As	I	reflect	on	this	past	year,	the	story	of	my	life	as	His	faithful	servant	continues.	I	witnessed	my	first	
Common	Grace	child	grow	up	and	graduate	to	middle	school.	Currently	I	am	mentoring	a	beautiful,	smart	and	
free-spirited	3rd	grade	girl	from	Palolo	Elementary.	Through	my	involvement	in	the	YouthGrace	program,	I	
have	also	witnessed	high	school	students	graduate	and	pursue	their	dreams.	I	am	blessed	that	God	opened	the	
door	and	provided	me	with	the	opportunity	to	pursue	a	Master’s	Degree.	I	graduated	this	May	with	a	degree	
in	counseling,	focusing	on	marriage	and	family	therapy.	It	was	amazing	to	attend	the	commencement	
ceremony	at	Liberty	University	in	Virginia	with	my	husband	and	daughter,	as	seen	in	this	picture.			
	
	 Working	on	my	degree,	I	gained	wisdom	about	preventing	damage	to	families	and	new	techniques—
how	to	connect	and	build	relationships	with	children	who	come	from	broken	and	dysfunctional	families.	I	
have	gained	understanding	and	learned	that	the	essence	of	prevention	is	relationships.	Building	loving	and	
caring	relationships	are	critical	for	children’s	healthy	development.	In	addition,	a	stable	family	and	a	caring	
community	are	additional	protective	factors	for	a	better	future.	With	increased	knowledge	of	child	
psychology,	family	counseling	and	more	importantly	as	a	better	equipped	servant,	I	believe	I	am	growing	into	
leadership	as	the	Co-Executive	Director	of	Common	Grace.	Accepting	this	position	will	bring	professional	and	
personal	challenges	but	working	alongside	Jay,	Leighna,	Donna	and	Kat	will	make	it	much	more	enjoyable.	His	
Grace	will	be	my	guide	and	everyday	as	a	new	Co-Executive	Director	is	a	gift	that	I	will	receive	humbly	and	
with	gratitude.	I	realized	in	order	to	find	myself,	I	had	to	lose	myself	and	be	transformed.	Now,	I	am	on	fire	to									
serve	Him.			

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -Aries	Jackson	

BIG  
MAHALOS TO 

	

Holiday cards designed by Common Grace kids will be available for sale before Thanksgiving to 
raise funds for our mentor-child fun day! It will be announced on our website. Stay tuned! 

(Note to mentors: please support your mentee in entering our Holiday Drawing Contest. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to encourage and spend time with them!) 

visit commongrace.org for contest rules and sale information 

During the month of September, we're participating in the Foodland Give Aloha campaign. 
Donors can choose to donate up to $249 to any participating non-profit organization at any 
Foodland location. Give your clerk the number 78587 while you're checking out. And don't 

forget to hand them your Maka'i card or 10-digit phone number! Aloha 


